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UMass/Boston’s  International  Relations  Pro- 
gram, Political  Science  Department,  Latin  Amer- 
ican Studies  Program,  and  Division  of  Continu- 
ing Education  offer  a summer  program  for 
undergraduate  students  seeking  a firm  under- 
standing of  international  political  and  economic 
issues.  The  program  is  designed  for  students 
interested  in  the  social  sciences  who  wish  to 
undertake  a program  of  field  study  focusing  on 
issues  in  a particular  country  while  also  dealing 
with  broader  political  and  economic  issues. 

Mexico,  as  it  approaches  the  last  decade  of  the 
twentieth  century,  offers  a particularly  interest- 
ing case  of  political  and  economic  development. 
For  fifty  years,  it  was  a model  among  third  world 
countries  of  political  stability  and  impressive 
economic  growth.  The  collapse  of  oil  prices, 
accompanied  by  a mounting  and  severe  debt 
crisis  has  called  into  question  the  one-party  po- 
litical system  and  the  economic  strategies  that 
have  prevailed  in  Mexico  since  the  1930s.  The 
Social  Science  Summer  Field  Study  Program  in 
Cuernavaca  offers  a unique  opportunity  to 
observe  first-hand  how  one  of  the  largest  and 
most  influential  third  world  countries  copes  with 
a new  and  unforeseen  era  of  change. 

The  Program 

The  program  entails  eight  weeks  of  study  and 
research  and  a final  project.  The  first  four  weeks 
take  place  at  UMass/Boston  and  consist  of  an 
intensive  two-course  introduction  to  the  politics 
of  Latin  America  and  third  world  development. 
Through  lectures  and  readings,  participants 
develop  a solid  understanding  of  the  major 
issues  of  development  faced  by  Mexico,  and 
then  identify  a set  of  research  questions  that  will 
require  field  work.  During  the  second  four 
weeks  participants  live  in  Cuernavaca,  Mexico, 
and  investigate  the  political  and  development 
issues  identified  in  the  classroom  through  field 
trips,  lectures,  other  group  experiences,  and  the 
completion  of  the  final  project. 

Participants  in  the  program  can  earn  up  to  fif- 
teen credits.  Six  credits  are  awarded  for  suc- 
cessful completion  of  the  classroom  component 
in  Boston,  and  between  six  and  nine  credits  can 
be  earned  during  the  field  component  in 
Cuernavaca. 


Location 

The  classroom  portion  of  the  program  takes 
place  at  UMass/Boston’s  Harbor  Campus, 
located  three  miles  from  downtown  Boston.  The 
campus  shares  its  pleasant  shorefront  location 
with  the  John  F.  Kennedy  Library  and  the  Mas- 
sachusetts Archives  and  Commonwealth 
Museum.  Although  the  University  does  not 
maintain  dormitories,  the  program  will  help  out- 
of-town  students  find  moderately-priced  dormi- 
tory housing  at  neighboring  institutions. 

The  program’s  field  activities  are  based  at  the 
Universal  Center  for  Language  and  Social 
Communication  in  Cuernavaca,  in  the  state  of 
Morelos,  about  a one-and-one-half  hour  drive 
from  Mexico  City.  The  center  also  houses 
UMass/Boston’s  intensive  Spanish  in  Cuerna- 
vaca summer  program. 

Cuernavaca,  known  as  the  “city  of  eternal 
spring”  because  of  its  year-round  pleasant  cli- 
mate and  abundance  of  brightly  colored  flora, 
has  long  been  an  important  Mexican  cultural 
center.  Modern-day  Cuernavaca  is  a lively  cen- 
ter of  education  and  tourism.  It  is  also  a center 
of  economic  development  and  political  activity 
with  a history  important  to  Mexico.  Tourists  are 
attracted  to  the  city’s  cosmopolitan  center, 
which  is  filled  with  sidewalk  cafes  where  people 
meet  to  discuss  politics,  culture,  and  current 
affairs.  Away  from  the  colorful  and  crowded 
center  are  large  closed  gardens,  quiet  houses, 
lovely  churches,  and  dramatic  landscapes. 

While  in  Cuernavaca,  participants  are  housed 
and  take  most  of  their  meals  with  Mexican  fami- 
lies with  whom  the  Universal  Center  has  made 
arrangements. 

Knowledge  of  Spanish  is  not  required  of  pro- 
gram participants. 


General  Information 

Applying 

Each  applicant  must  provide  a transcript  of  all  col- 
lege course  work  completed,  a brief  description  of 
the  objectives  he  or  she  hopes  to  achieve  through 
the  program,  and  a letter  of  recommendation  (for 
which  a personal  interview  may  be  substituted  at 
the  discretion  of  the  program  director).  Applica- 
tion materials  are  available  from  the  program. 

Program  Fee 

upon  acceptance,  each  student  must  pay  a non- 
refundable  deposit  toward  the  program  fee;  in 
May,  the  fee  must  be  paid  in  full.  This  fee  covers 
classroom  instruction  (but  not  housing)  in  Boston, 
and  all  program  expenses  (including  room  and 
board)  incurred  while  in  residence  in  Cuernavaca. 
The  fee  does  not  cover  insurance  or  transporta- 
tion between  the  United  States  and  Mexico. 

Housing 

Housing  is  not  included  in  the  Boston  component 
of  the  program.  Those  needing  accommodations 
in  Boston  will  be  referred  to  neighboring  institu- 
tions where  moderately-priced  dormitory  housing 
is  available. 

In  Mexico,  the  program  provides  accommoda- 
tions, including  meals,  in  the  home  of  a Mexican 
family.  This  experience  is  an  invaluable  way  to 
learn  about  Latin-American  culture  on  a personal 
level,  and  may  provide  insight  into  participants’ 
investigations  of  Mexican  politics  and  economics. 

Insurance 

Participants  are  reminded  that  no  casualty  or 
health  insurance  coverage  is  included  in  the  pro- 
gram fee  and  that,  if  they  wish  insurance,  they 
must  make  their  own  arrangements  for  coverage. 

Further  Information 

For  information  about  schedules,  fees,  or  applica- 
tion procedures,  please  call  UMass/Boston’s  Divi- 
sion of  Continuing  Education  at  (617)  929-7900,  or 
send  in  the  form  that  is  part  of  this  folder. 
Information  is  also  available  at  the  office  of  the 
Division  of  Continuing  Education  (Harbor  Cam- 
pus, Wheatley  Hall,  Second  Floor,  Room  203). 

For  more  detailed  information  about  program 
activities,  please  contact  Professor  Jack  Spence, 
Latin  American  Studies  Program,  UMass/Boston, 
Harbor  Campus,  Boston,  MA  02125-3393;  tele- 
phone (617)  929-7995 


Social  Science 
Summer  Field  Study  in 
Cuernavaca,  Mexico 


Name 


Address 


City,  State,  Zip 


Daytime  telephone  Evening  telephone 

Please  send  me: 

□ program  fee  and  schedule  information,  and  applica- 
tion materials 

□ other 


Clip  out  this  form  and  send  it  to: 

Division  of  Continuing  Education 
University  of  Massachusetts  at  Boston 
Harbor  Campus 
Boston,  MA  02125-3393 


All  information  in  this  folder  is  subject  to  change.  This 
folder  is  neither  a contract  nor  an  offer  to  make  a i 

contract.  j 
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